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Figures  on  Immigration. 


It  appears  that  various  charitable  and  so-called  patriotic 
societies,  misled  by  incomplete  statistics  and  other  erroneous 
statements  published  by  organizations  interested  in  restricting 
immigration,  have  adopted  resolutions  favoring  measures  of 
yet  greater  restriction  than  those  provided  by  the  present  immi- 
gration laws. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  these  laws  already  greatly 
limit  immigration  by  excluding  criminals,  dependents,  habitual 
paupers,  women  of  bad  character,  persons  afflicted  with  loathe- 
some  or  dangerous  contagious  diseases  and  other  undesirable 
classes  of  immigrants. 

It  is  being  urged  against  a  majority  of  the  immigrants  of 
the  present  time  that  they  are  more  illiterate  and  are  more 
prone  to  criminality  than  were  the  immigrants  of  former 
years. 

This  League  has  taken  pains  to  investigate  these  charges 
and  in  every  instance  has  found  the  statements  on  which  the 
charges  are  based  to  be  totally  misleading. 

For  example,  as  to  criminality,  this  charge  is  based  partic- 
ularly on  statistics  said  to  have  been  gathered  in  Massachu- 
setts, which  place  the  Italians  foremost  on  the  list.  An 
examination  of  these  statistics  shows  that  crimes  arising  from 
drunkenness  are  entirely  excluded.  It  is  generally  known 
that  Italians,  of  all  classes  of  immigrants  and  of  citizens,  are 
least  addicted  to  this  vice.  If  crimes  arising  from  drunken- 
ness had  been  included  in  the  statistics  quoted,  the  Italians 
would  have  been  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  instead  of  at 
the  top,  showing  conclusively  that  the  statistics  had  been  com- 
piled with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  creating  a  false  impression. 


HOSPITAL    EXPERIENCE    WITH    FOREIGNERS. 
The   Presbyterian   Hospital. 

To  prove  that  the  recent  immigration  of  "undesirable" 
ahens  is  a  great  burden  on  the  City  of  New  York,  one  author, 
Mr.  Frank  H.  Ainsworth  ("Burdens  of  Recent  Immigration," 
Publications  of  the  Immigration  Restriction  League,  No.  40), 
quotes  the  35th  Annual  Report  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 
From  this  report  he  shows  that  out  of  3,026  patients 
treated  at  that  hospital  during  1902,  1,417 — "nearly  one- 
half" — were  of  alien  birth.  This  hospital  has  a  deficit  of 
$58,504.88,  or  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost  of  opera- 
tion. The  author  then  comments  upon  these  figures  as  follows : 
"The  question  is,  then,  if  there  had  been  no  applicants  for  free 
treatment  other  than  citizens  of  this  city,  would  not  this  par- 
ticular hospital  not  only  be  free  from  debt  but  have  a  surplus  ? 
The  burden  is  increasing,  because  we  are  being  deluged  with  a 
flood  of  weaklings  from  European  countries  whom  we  shall 
soon  have  to  support."  (  ?) 

A  glimpse  at  the  report  mentioned  shows  that  Mr.  Ains- 
worth has  not  read  it  as  he  should  have,  if  he  intended  to 
analyze  the  statistics  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  impartially. 
He  has  neglected  to  consider  of  which  class  of  aliens  were  the 
ones  who  swelled  the  deficit  of  this  institution.  We  will  try 
to  do  it  now. 

The  population  of  New  York  is  divided  by  the  Immigra- 
tion Restriction  League  into  three  classes,  as  follows : 

1.  Natives  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Desirable  aliens. 

3.  Undesirable  aliens. 

The  "desirable  aliens"  are  those  coming  from  Northern 
and  Western  Europe;  the  "undesirable  aliens"  are  those  com- 
ing from  Eastern  and  Southern  Europe,  and  also  from  Asia 
and  Africa.  Let  us  inquire  what  proportion  of  "desirables" 
and  "undesirables"  were  admitted  as  patients  to  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital  during  that  year.     On  page  39  of  the  35th 


annual  report  we  find  a  list  of  the  patients  according  to  their 
nativity,  which  shows  that  from  Eastern  and  Southern 
Europe,  incUiding  natives  of  Bohemia  (we  suspect  that  Bohe- 
mians are  classed  by  Ainsworth  as  "desirables,"  but  we  will 
count  them  as  "undesirables"),  Greece,  Hungary,  Italy,  Rou- 
mania  and  Russia,  there  were  altogether  242  patients;  from 
Asia  and  Africa,  including  China,  Egypt,  Japan,  Syria  and 
Turkey,  17  patients.  Natives  of  the  United  States,  801,  and 
natives  of  New  York,  808,  a  total  of  1,609  native  born  pa- 
tients ;  the  rest  of  the  patients  were  of  the  "desirable"  class  of 
immigrants,  coming  from  Northern  and  Western  Europe,  etc., 
including  such  countries  as  Australia,  Belgium,  Canada,  Den- 
mark, England,  Finland,  Norway,  Nova  Scotia,  Scotland, 
South  America,  Switzerland,  Wales,  etc.  When  we  recapitu- 
late these  figures  we  find  the  following  condition  of  affairs: 

Native  patients 1,609  ^^  53-^7  P^^*  cent. 

Northern  and  Western  Europe,  etc.     1,158  ==  38,27        " 


TOTAL    "DESIRABLE" 

PATIENTS 2,767  =  91.44 

Eastern  and  Southern  Europe.  .  .  .  242  =  8.00 

Asia  and  Africa i?  ="  0.^6        " 

TOTAL       "UNDESIRA- 
BLE" P.ATIENTS 259  =     8.56 


(( 


u 
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The  undesirable  class  is  consequently  represented  by  only 
8-55  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  patients,  and  can  not  be 
accused  by  any  reasonal)le  man  of  being  the  sole  cause  of  the 
deficit  in  the  treasury  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 


The  Nczv  York  Lying-in-Hospital. 

"Another  illustration  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  unde- 
siralile  aliens  is  found  in  the  re])ort  of  the  Lying-in-Hospital, 
of  New  York  City,  from  which  it  appears  that,  out  of  2,595 


out-door  patients  treated,  but  315  were  native  born,  and  out 
of  696  in-door  patients,  260  were  born  in  the  United  States. 
The  total  cost  of  this  attendance  was  $78,659.12.  For  the  last 
year  there  is  reported  a  deficit  of  $88,477.63."  (Publ.  I.  R.  L. 
No.  40.) 

There  is  something  wrong  with  these  statistics,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  with  an  expense  of  $78,659.12,  there  was  produced 
a  deficit  of  $88,477.63.     We  decided  to  investigate  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  this  institution.     The  first  error,  due,  of 
course,  to  carelessness,  characteristic  of  the  statistician  of  the 
I.  R.  L.,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  2,619  out-door  patients 
were  lying-in  cases  treated  by  the  students  who  learn  midwifery 
in  this  institution,  during  1901-1902   (104th  Annual  Report, 
p.  49).     In-door  patients  were  923  (p.  57).     But  how  about 
that  deficit?    Who  is  guilty,  the  desirables  or  the  undesirables? 
The     fact     is     that     if     this     most     useful     and     excellent 
institution  had  not  been  burdened  by  that  big  white  elephant. 
the  large  building  on  Second  avenue,  there  would  not  have 
been  a  deficit  even  if  the  number  of  patients  treated  were 
doubled.     During  the  103rd  year  of  this  hospital's  existence, 
1900-1901,  when  the  new  building  was  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction, only  out-door  patients  w^ere  treated.     The  expense 
during  that  year  was  $28,103.33  for  2,723  out-door  patients, 
or  $10.32  per  patient.    During  1901-1902  the  new  building  was 
opened,  and  besides  2,619  out-door  patients,  there  were  also 
treated  923  in-door  patients.     The  expense  during  that  year 
suddenly  jumped  up  to  $78,659.12.    If  we  take  the  experience 
of  this  institution  during  the  year  1 900-1 901  as  a  basis,  and  say 
that  the  average  cost  of  each  out-door  case  is  $10.32  (which, 
for  good  reasons,  is  much  too  high),  then  we  find  that  this 
class  of  patients  cost  the  hospital  $27,028.08.     Deducting  this 
sum  from  the  total  expense,  we  have  left  $51,631.04,  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  923  patients  within  the  walls  of  the  hospital, 
or  $55.94  per  patient. 

When  we  analyze  the  figures  presented  in  the  104th  Annual 
Report  of  this  institution,  we  find  that  the  much  abused  "unde- 
sirables" are  not  as  much  to  be  blamed  for  the  deficit  as  Mr. 


Ainsworth  would  lead  us  to  believe.  Of  the  2,619  out-door 
patients,  only  533  were  of  the  desirable  class,  being  natives 
of  the  United  States,  Ireland,  England,  Scotland,  Canada, 
Sweden,  France,  Denmark,  etc. ;  and  2,086  were  undesirables, 
being  natives  of  Russia,  Poland,  Italy,  etc.  "Single"  women 
confined  out-doors  were  only  5  among  these  2,619  patients. 
Of  the  923  in-door  patients,  475  were  of  the  desirable  class 
and  only  250  undesirable,  and  96  "single." 

Summarizing  we  find: 


OUTDOORS 

Per  Cent 

"Desirable"   20.4 

"Undesirable" 78.6 

"Single" 0.2 

Expense  per  patient. .  $10.32 


INDOORS 

Per  Cent. 

"Desirable"   65.2 

"Undesirable" 34.8 

"Single" 13.2 

Expense  per  patient . .  $55.94 


It  thus  appears  that  the  out-door  patients  could  not  be 
accused  of  swelling  the  deficit  of  this  institution  to  an  alarming 
extent.  Note  also  the  proportion  of  "single"  women  among 
the  out-door  applicants  is  so  small  (only  one-fifth  of  one  per 
cent.)  as  to  be  considered  insignificant,  while  among  the  in- 
door patients,  on  whom  was  spent  $56  each,  there  were 
13  per  cent,  of  this  class  of  unfortunate  women.  We  must 
also  remember  that  the  out-door  patients  are  treated  by  medical 
students,  who  pay  for  the  privilege  of  being  permitted  to  learn 
obstetrics  on  these  women.  That  the  hospital  considers  these 
students  incompetent  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  they  are  not 
permitted  to  touch  a  woman  within  the  hospital,  not  even  the 
large  number  of  the  single  women,  while  the  out-door  patients, 
who  are  mothers  of  children,  are  almost  exclusively  attended 
by  undergraduate  students. 


No  further  comments  are  necessary. 


MALE    PRISONERS. 

It  is  absurd  to  bring  statistics  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
confined  in  various  jails,  prisons,  penitentiaries,  etc.,  of  the 
United  States  and  draw  inferences,  as  was  done  in  the  pubH- 
cations  of  the  Imm.  Restr.  League,  No.  46.  To  begin  with,  it 
must  be  recalled  that  children  do  not  commit  penitentiary 
crimes,  and  the  foreigners  have  a  much  lesser  proportion  of 
children  than  the  natives,  as  they  often  leave  their  families  in 
the  old  country.  Counting  them  per  million  of  "voting 
population"  is  just  as  unreasonable,  because  the  immi- 
grants live  mostly  in  cities,  and  the  proportion  of  city  dwellers 
among  the  natives  is  much  smaller  than  among  the  foreign 
born.  Thus  39.7  per  cent,  of  all  the  foreign  whites  and  32.2 
per  cent,  of  all  the  native  whites  of  foreign  parentage  were 
living  in  1900  in  the  38  cities  having  over  100,000  population, 
as  against  only  10.3  per  cent,  of  the  native  whites  of  native 
parents. 

When  studying  statistics  of  crime  we  can  justly  only  com- 
pare the  three  classes  (natives  of  native  parents;  natives  of 
foreign  parents,  and  foreign  born)  who  live  in  cities  or  in  the 
country.  But  the  report  on  crime  published  by  the  census  of 
1890  does  not  give  us  any  details  on  this  score. 

Where  the  chances  of  error  due  to  difference  of 
social  status,  particularly  the  difference  in  the  proportions 
of  city  and  country  dwellers,  is  reduced  to  a  minimum, 
the  number  of  foreigners  in  jails  is  proportionately  smaller. 
In  New  York  State  the  foreign  born  constituted  38.7  per  cent, 
of  the  population  of  voting  age,  and  only  29  per  cent,  of  all 
the  prisoners  in  state  prisons  and  penitentiaries  were  of  this 
class.  Native  born  males,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  70.53 
-per  cent,  of  prisoners,  while  only  61.3  per  cent,  of  the  males 
of  voting  age  were  of  this  class.  The  sometimes  larger 
number  of  prisoners  who  are  natives  of  foreign  parentage 
is  not  necessarily  due  to  the  criminal  proclivities  of  the  chil- 
dren of  immigrants  for  the  following  reasons : 


1.  They  are  mostly  town  dwellers,  and  in  New  York  State, 
where  they  are  compared  with  a  large  number  of  natives  of 
native  parentage  who  live  in  towns,  the  proportion  is  not  as 
excessive  as, one  would  be  led  to  believe  after  reading  some  of 
the  anti-immigration  literature. 

2.  The  small  proportion  of  agriculturists  among  the  immi- 
grant population.  It  is  well  known  that  a  much  smaller  num- 
ber of  farmers  find  their  way  to  prison.  It  is  a  question 
whether  the  native  born  farmers  of  native  parentage  would 
not  supply  a  larger  number  of  prisoners  if  they  lived  in  cities 
exposed  to  the  temptations  of  city  life. 

Juvenile  Offenders. 

We  are  given  some  figures  in  Bulletin  No.  46,  without  tell- 
ing us  where  they  are  taken  from,  and  then  told  "Note  that 
the  foreign  white  are  nearly  three  times  as  criminal  as  the 
white  natives."  The  only  report  on  criminality  in  the  United 
States  we  have  is  the  one  published  by  the  Eleventh  Census, 
entitled  "Report  on  Crime,  Pauperism  and  Benevolence." 
Looking  carefully  in  that  report  we  can  not  find  anything  to 
confirm  this  view.  The  following  figures  taken  from  table  on 
page  212  of  Part  I.  of  the  above  mentioned  report  tell;  a  dif- 
ferent  story. 

Onjwie  I,  i8go,  there  were  in  Reformatories  for  Juvenile  Offenders, 

per  1 ,000,000  Population  : 

Native.  Foreien. 

Maine   257  216 

New  Hampshire 273  208 

Vermont 264  91 

Massachusetts 348  196 

Rhode  Island  940  245 

Connecticut 920  262 

New  York 711  268 

New  Jersey 445  195 

Pennsylvania 187  129 

North  Atlantic  Division 449  214 

The  United  States 250  159 
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Objections  may  be  raised  against  these  figures  because  the 
foreigners  have  a  smaller  number  of  children  and  adults  are 
not   admitted   to   reformatories.     This   is   a  good   objection. 

But  we  must  also  recall  that  most  of  the  farmers  and  inhab- 
itants of  villages  are  natives  of  native  parents,  and  that  city- 
dwellers  of  this  class  are  economically  and  socially  on  a  higher 
plane.  We  are  not  surprised,  because  the  chances  for  crimi 
nality  of  children  are  more  than  double  in  cities  than  in  the 
country,  and  depend  greatly  on  the  social  and  economic  condi- 
tion of  the  parents. 

As  to  pauperism  and  dependence,  the  argument  advanced 
by  the  restrictionists  is  to  the  effect  that  the  classes  of  immi- 
grants coming  to  these  shores  within  the  past  five  years  con- 
tribute a  larger  percentage  of  dependents  than  did  the  immi- 
grants of  former  years.  There  is  absolutely  no  foundation  for 
this  charge.  But  even  if  it  were  true,  it  would  be  misleading, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  fails  to  take  into  consideration  the 
condition  of  the  various  classes  after  the  first  five  years  of 
their  sojourn  here.  The  special  report  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  on  "Paupers  and  Almshouses"  of  1904,  contains,  on 
page  21,  the  following  paragraph,  wherein  after  referring  to 
the  numbers  of  Irish,  Germans,  English  and  Canadians,  and 
Scandinavians  (whose  immigration  is  supposed  to  be  especially 
desirable)  in  almshouses,  it  is  stated  that : 

"Of  the  remaining  countries,  the  returns  yield  distinctly 
favorable  percentages  for  Italy,  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and 
Russia  and  Poland;  that  is,  the  proportion  zvhich  these  coun- 
tries contributed  to  the  foreign  horn  white  pauper  population 
is  considerably  less  than  their  representation  in  the  foreign 
horn  population.  This  is  not  true  of  Scotland  and  France. 
The  figures  for  France  are  perhaps  too  small  to  permit  gen- 
eralization." 


THE 

National    Liberal   Immigration  League 

To  promote  the  welfare  of  immigrants,  while  at  the  same 
time  serving  the  best  interests  of  this  country. 

To  endeavor  to  diminish  the  congestion  in  large  cities  by 
aiding  the  unemployed  to  go  to  small  towns  and  farming 
districts  and  different  parts  of  the  country  where  their  services 
will  be  most  useful. 

To  deflect  the  current  of  immigration  to  parts  of  the 
United  States  where  the  demand  for  labor  is  large  and  untilled 
land  is  available,  by  bringing  together  intending  immigrants 
in  their  own  countries  into  groups  expressly  destined  for  and 
proceeding  to  such  localities,  thus  placing  them  outside  the 
congested  regions  and  establishing  them  in  contented  villages 
where  their  Americanism  will  be  fostered  and  their  welfare 
assured  ;  in  other  words,  helping  the  immigrants  to  form  in 
assigned  quarters  such  permanent  settlements  as  will  benefit 
both  themselves  and  the  country. 

To  promote,  when  necessary,  the  enactment  of  such 
legislation  as  will  make  this  direction  of  immigration  more 
effective. 

To  oppose  any  unjust  and  un-American  restriction  of 
immigration. 

To  advocate  high  principles  that  should  be  embodied  in 
our  National  laws  dealing  with  the  subject  of  immigration. 

To  educate  newcomers  to  this  country  and  fit  them  to 
become  intelligent,  loyal  and  law-abiding  American  citizens. 

To  distribute  literature  and  employ  other  means  to  cir- 
culate generally  the  facts  concerning  immigration. 

To  establish  branches  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the 
United  States  for  the  above  purposes. 


Membership  in  this  organization  can  be  obtained  by  any 
citizen  of  good  character  who  is  in  sympathy  with  its  objects 
by  remiiting  the  sum  of  $i.oo,  the  regular  yearly  dues,  to  the 

National   Liberal  Immigration  League 

P.  O.  Bo.x  1261.  NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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